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certain classes of squalls and showers, and in front of a
curious light grey vault of rain-producing cloud, as illus-
trated in Tig. 54, in our chapter on Squalls.

There are, of course, many other minute differences of
the yarious classes of cloud, to which it is impossible even
to allude in an elementary work like the present. Our
object will have been attained if we have succeeded in
explaining the general principles of cloud-formation, and
the method of making prognostications from their vary-
ing appearance. A few hours spent in watching the
changing and degrading forms of a sky which is covered
by detached cumulus, or the very different modifications'
almost from minute to minute of cirro-stratus, will better
assist any one to understand the nature of cloud-forms
than reading pages of the best printed matter.

We may conveniently summarize here the various
varieties of cloud-forms which we have already described.
The general idea of our classification has been that,
though for large bodies of observers all practical men are
igreed that eight or ten principal varieties are all that
3an safely be used, still more advanced cloud-observers
rill not be satisfied with so coarse a subdivision, and
,hat therefore more minute varieties are necessary.

The ten principal varieties are therefore printed in
Capitals, while the minor varieties are denoted by smaller
etters.

But there is another point in our subdivision of
'arieties* Almost all the smaller varieties are so rare
<x transient that for practical purposes they may be neg-
ated ; but if, on the contrary, the ten main words are
estricted to the forms of clouds we have described under